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The Great Banyan — Ficus benghalensis L. (Moraceae)
A most vigorous symbol of Indian dendrology and the India Botanic
Garden, Kolkata

Key words: Strangler-figs, colonial and economic botany, shellac, Na-
thaniel Wallich and the generae Ficus and Hooker.

SUMMARY
A brief history of the majestic specimen of Ficus benghalensis in India

Botanic Garden, Kolkata and of its close relatives, botanic and human.

A few comments on etnobotany.



